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The Trend and Mechanism of Fertility Rate Changes in Low—fertility
Countries during the Post—demographic Transition Period .

Based on the Experience of OECD and G20 Member Countries
NIU Jian—lin, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract ; The low fertility rate is a realistic challenge that many countries are currently facing in the sus-
tained high—quality development of population and economy and society. A comprehensive understanding of the
development trend and influence mechanism of the fertility rate during the post—demographic transition period
is of great guiding significance for actively responding to the predicament of the low fertility rate. Taking OECD
countries and G20 member states as examples, this paper empirically examines the variation patterns and cau-
ses of fertility rates in various countries after the completion of population transformation since the 1960s. Stud-
ies have found that in the post—demographic transition period, fertility rates show significant country—specific
differences and diachronic variations. During the observation period, almost all countries experienced fertility
rate recoveries or rebounds of varying degrees. Empirical evidence indicates that there is no specific threshold
or “trap” for whether the fertility rate can rebound. The fertility rate of various countries is not only related to
the duration of their entry into the post—demographic transition period and the overall level of economic and so-
cial development, but also affected by short—term fluctuations of a series of fast variables in the economic and
social field. On average, for each year the average childbearing age of women is delayed, the fertility rate
drops by nearly 0.5 during that period. For every 1 percentage point increase in the youth unemployment rate ,
the fertility rate drops by 0.007. For every 1 percentage point increase in the growth rate of government public
expenditure, the fertility rate during the period rises by 0.005. In addition, cultural and social factors also
have a significant impact on the differences and changing trends of fertility rates. This research finding provides
new empirical knowledge for a comprehensive understanding of the fertility rate characteristics and variation
patterns during the post—demographic transition period, and also offers ideas for the introduction of effective
support and intervention measures.
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